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SEEMS of &
DAM

2: Panopticon Televised

Story and Art:
Eric, Peter, and
Daniel Curran

Imagining nightmares having real world consequences is a
frightening concept. Slip woke up only to find he may be
forgetting what his purpose is. If this is a dream, why does he feel
that losing Lady will destroy him?

What he has gathered is that magic is preventing him from having
the ability to take control of his mind in this alternate reality. He
has discovered that this nightmare is strong enough to cause real
pain. But his purpose at this point is only to find Lady again. Why
is the nightmare going through so much trouble to keep them
apart?

Of the people he has met, none are giving him a straightforward
answer, not even her. The idea of dreams becoming conscious and
creating reality to be a nightmare is deeper than his logic is
allowing him to grasp. He's not in denial of it, but what bothers
him is how easily it can get in his head.

He deduces that the reason he can’t comprehend it is because he's
forgetting everything about where he came from. If he can
remember what his past is, then maybe he'll feel more ready to
take action. Right now, he can only listen to the conscience of the
dream.

©2021 REALM Comics. All rights reserved. This content is from the creative
minds of the Curran Brothers. No portion of this story may be sold, released,
or reprinted without permission. Any resemblance to anything is coincidental.
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING?! [
I SAID DON'T MIND THEM. [
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BUT LET'S MAKE
THIS QUICK.
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i, GEEZ, WHA

ANYTHING
W ELSE? AH....
PERFECT. 4
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THIS'LL PO R
B, FOR NOW.




5 PAY ATTENTION. &

MAN, YOU'RE
AWAKE LIKE ME,

HEY,
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I'M AWAKE.
CALM DOWN.

YEAH, MAN,

GET PA FUCK BACK
N VA DERE 3

WALKIN'

MANL

I'VE BEEN LOST IN HERE

You GOTTA
A LONG TIME. T CAN'T
FIND mY WAY--!

HELP ME ouT,




WHAT |5 Y=g
GOIN'ON? =
a
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WHEN YOU QUESTION HOW (T IS,
You BEGIN TO SEE HOW [T I1S.

4

[i i is £ f = i 2l
| WHEN YOou TURN ON THE TV,
IT WILL CREATE THE ILLUSION W P
{| THAT THIS |S ACCEPTABLE.

i

A i i

IN ESSENCE, SAYING THAT THE
NIGHTMARE POESN'T EXIST.

<
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ONCE YOU BECOME AWARE OF THIS,
You BEGIN TO SEE THE UNSEEN.
| \3 1
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NOW You START
YOUR TRAINING.

] Wl N1

WE'RE HERE LIVE IN POWNTOWN WHERE
FPANPEMONILM HAS ERUPTED IN THE STREETS.
THE CHAIRMAN HAS CALLED IN THE BLACK TIDE

"SLEEPER AGENT" HAD BECOME RESTLESS
DUE TO A SHORTAGE IN SUPPLY.

I'M GETTING REPORTS IN NOW THAT THEY WERE
ABUSING AN ILLEGALLY MOPIFIED VERSION OF THEIR
EYEWEAR, AND IT IS SPECULATED THAT AT ITS
SOURCE IS NONE OTHER THAN THE ORIGINAL PATENT
HOLDPER AND DESIGNER, PR. CAYO AZAROLA.

AS T SAID BEFORE, BY
EMITTING A FREQUENCY THAT
STIMUILATES THE PINEAL GLAND, A
USER CAN MORE EASILY ACHIEVE A
> MEDITATIVE STATE. IT'S QUITE

SAFE... IF NOT ABUSED.

Z = Z
HERE |S FOOTAGE OF THE “"ALLEGEDLY
INVOLVEP", MOMENTS AFTER HE PRESENTED
"SLEEPER AGENT” TO THE WORLPD.

&l
< = Da
Rl AND IF YOU RECALL PR. AZAROLA'S OUTRAGE
| WHEN HIS COMPANY WENT BANKRUPT AND WAS
= BAILED OUuT BY ORPER OF THE CHAIRMAN, g
l BEFORE BEING SOLD TO NARC PHARMA COREF, |
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AS A GOVERNMENT SUBSIPIZED PROGRAM.
Yo% UL ARE NoT ) SOVT. SHOu W %f
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WHAT THE--2!
I DON'T REMEMBER ”f

lé' j
'DAT SHIT! A 0w |
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I HAVE WITH ME HERE, AN EYEWITNESS THAT
PLACES DPR. AZAROLA IN THE VICINITY OF THE | :
DOWNTOWN INCIDENT MOMENTS BEFORE THE TODAY... AND HE 2=
BLACK TIDE MOVEPD IN TO RESTORE ORPER. o S— N
CAN YOU PLEASE DESCRIBE FOR US EXACTLY
WHAT HAPPENED HERE, MR. LARSEN?

WHAT THE
FUCK 1S THIS?!
WHY DON'T T
REMEMBER ANY
OF THIS?!

T

THANK YOU FOR
THAT GROLINDBREAKING
COVERAGE, CINDY!
NEXT UR.. WHY CEREAL
WILL KILL you.

1AL TR ] Bn

---AND REPORTS SHOW THAT
THE NEWLY DISCOVEREP VIRUS
CAN KILL WITHIN 48 HOURS IF NOT
PETECTEDP SOON ENOUGH.-
MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS ARE
URGING PEOPLE TO GO TO THEIR
LOCAL HOSPITAL IMMEDPIATELY IF
THEY'VE EATEN ANY CEREAL WITHIN
THE LAST 12 HOURS... UP NEXT...

\

PIET THAT MAKES THE
MIND “"SOLIND” CRISP
AND “CLEAN"...
EMBRACING YOUR
HEALTHY PROGRAM.

Wy




F ; g THE PROGRAM \;::
===  HELPED ME FIND
NEW MEANING IN
MY LIFE.

SUBSCRIBE NOW
TO THE PROGRAM.
AND IF YOU ACT

NOW, YOU'LL GET...

A

il

THIS DELUXE STATE OF THE ART COFFIN EQUIPPED WITH: MEMORY FOAM,
ETERNAL WIRELESS PLAN FOR HOTSPOT CONNECTIONS, PIGITAL
INTERFACE, CURVED HP MONITOR, XPe GAMING SYSTEM WITH GOLD
MEMBERSHIP TO ONLINE PLAY, AND LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP TO WEBFLIX.
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WHAT?!
THIS IS JUST
RIDICULOUS!




FINE! T
GUESS WE'RE
JUST BREAKING
uUP THEN!

NOT BEING
HONEST WITH

I'M BREAKIN'
uUP HERE! YOU'RE
CRACKIN' ME UP!

HUMPTY DLUMPTY
SAT ON A WALL!
HUMPTY DUMPTY
HAD A GREAT

FALLLIT

€o
m
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TIRED OF PROPPED CALLS? SWITCH TO THE
NEW SATURN 86 NETWORK. WITH OUR NEW
SATELLITES, YOU'LL GET GREATER COVERAGE.-
FREE YOURSELF FROM PISCONNECTIVITY.

WHAT?Z!
I CAN'T HEAR
You! YOU'RE
BREAKING

SEE WHAT'S
HAPPENING
HERE.




LOOK AT
THESE! LOOK AT
WHAT YOU'VE
DONE TO THESE
PEOPLE! YOU'RE A
MONSTER!

You WIPE YOUR
@$%$ WITH IT.

TALK ABOUT A HOLY EXECUTIVE
ORPER, EVEN THE CHAIRMAN USES
THE STOOPIE POOPIE STOOL STOOL!

- BOMBS
ot AWAY!L!

ONE STEP UP! ONE STEP DOWN!
EASY ouT, WITHOUT A pouBT!
THE STOOPIE POOPIE STOOL STOOL!

0‘ THE PLANET,

URANUS.

' IT TAKES AN
[/HONEST ciTizEN TO
REACH NEW HEIGHTS
I| aND BUILD A BETTER
EUTURE. CALL IN
NOW AND BE
REWARDED.

...YES, HE'S JUST
\ NOT LISTENING...
OH, YOU'RE SENDING
SOME OFFICERS?
THANK You. L
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BE CAREFUL.
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= OH, T DIDN'T
REALIZE T WAS
BEING THAT

A NOISE COMPLAINT.
You JUST WEREN'T

., FOLOWING THE

THEM FOR LONG!

GO THROLUIGH THE

TRAPPOOR IN THE
BATHROOM!

v [ RECEIVED A REPORT
OF A DISTURBANCE
COMING FROM THIS

APARTMENT.

WELL, YOU'RE )
JUST GOING TO
HAVE TO cOomeE
WITH us!
! 7,
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DON'T sTOP! " :
KEEP GOING! |

-

— e T
INREMAN 574
. 1 | gl /8

T T e o A W

]
f P 2 s i
GE N 1T U TAH

[

&7' - < &\ \-‘\‘(_;‘jl 3 4

Y.
IV ey S e
RN

(] P
Al T T et
! R




s e L

LA
U, )

" iri

MOVE [T,
YA STINKIN/




REMEMBER...
IT'S ONLY A DREAM.




|| YOU'RE FORGETTING
SOMETHING.
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b %~ CAN'T GET A

P CLEAR SHOT. BE
& ADVISED, SUSPECT

A8 HEADING NORTHBOLIND

TOWARD THE TUNNEL
LINDERPASS. ¢

AR N
N R/ SHIT! THIS 15
N GETTIN' FUCKIN'
REAL.CAN T
DIE HERE?

UHP! HE'S
ABOUT TO EAT IT.
GET READY!




BUT IF THIS
IS A DREAM, HOW
CcouLD I DIE?

REMEBER LADY'S WORDS, THIS IS POWERFUL
DREAM MAGIC. YOU'VE PASSED BEYOND THE
REALM OF PREAM INTO ANOTHER REALITY
ALTOGETHER. OUR NIGHTMARE.

WHAT THE FUCK
DO You MEAN OUR X 4

NIGHTMARE?! AM T
RESPONSIBLE
FOR THIS?!

=

A A A
IN A WAY, YES, BUT IT'S NOT
YOUR FALILT. YOU'RE BEING SET UR K|
THEY'RE USING YOU TO CREATE THIS.

YEAH, YEAH, YOU'RE
THAT SCIENTIST GUY! you
MADE THE GLASSES. MAN,
You HELPED ME SEE
HEY?Z! THINGS THE WAY THEY
HEY?! YEAH... REALLY ARE.

WELL, IF
I'M CREATING THIS,
AND I'M BEING USED,
WHY CAN'T T JUST FUCKING
WAKE UP?2! WHY CAN'T T
JUST END IT2! WHY CAN'T




YO! T HEARD You JusST
CAME OUT WITH A NEW BATCH.

CAN YOU HOOK IT UP? T NEED DAT
TRUTH, MAN. YOUI KNOW... ; : 1 - FOR US?! PA FUCK'S DAT
DAT TRUTH. ) % K MZER MEAN TO US?! FUCK WE

THIS IS
FUCKIN'

CRAZY!!L
DEALER, APPARENTLY!

ST Y (0, (T's NoT. A AND, NOW, T'M TALKING 10 A [ ke
N

"-“-'m VOICE IN MY HEAD! T'm

N
! ’\,jn




YEAH; I.AM) REPORTS ARE
. FLIGH YaUL FLieK T = COMING IN FROM A
ST/ R\ THIS! T'm ouTTA : HIGHSPEED CHASE
S HERE! 4 , JUST MOMENTS

THE SUSPECT,
DR. CAYO AZAROLA, LAST SEEN
ON A MOTORCYCLE, ESCAPED CUSTODY.
HE IS MENTALLY LINSTABLE AND EXTREMELY
DANGEROUS. THE CHAIRMAN |S OFFERING
A REWARD FOR ANY INFO ON THE
SUSPECT'S WHEREABOUTS.

s =

" REWARD?!
YO, PAT'S HIM RIGHT
DERE! SOMEBODY

I g \\

— WHERE ARE |[—~"=x >
| You coiNG? G

< Lo -
m TURNING
MYSELF IN. -
G
E.

8 YOU'RE MAKIN
A BIG MISTAK
(W s ;

NO. I'Mm NOT

LISTENING TO THE
VOICE IN MY HEAD
ANYMORE.

PON'T PO THIS. T'm NOT

LISTENING TO .
YOou ANYMORE.

; I'M TRYING e =1 rr
BUT HE WON'T » m] :
7 f THEN LISTEN TO ANSWER. '

= ! SOMEONE ELSE. - i

i | ! i




I'M NOT TALKING
ABOUT HIM.

@
et
You sure you got the
right time?| And btw,..
You said, “Remind
You to renew the
prescription for
glasses. Wit

11:35PM
Were your glasses in
jll vourbag?
11:37PM
Yo, when'd you
B thatbike, bros 0"
11:50PM
Sunday October 31

Remember, you can't
Without your glasses, ';'s:e

n.
12:13AM
Monday November 1

1 can't do this, man. m
tumning myself in.

WHAT ARE
You-2! How Di-2!
HOW ARE You i

REMEMBER,
THIS 1S A DREAM!
YOU'RE NOT CRAZY!
You DON'T HAVE TO
DO THIS! WE NEED
TO GET ouTt OF

BUT TI'VE DONE ALL THESE
FUCKED UP THINGS, AND T DON'T
EVEN KNOW MY OWN NAME!
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SLIF, PON ’TI
PLEASE! IT'Mm
PREGNANT!

, 1oedi . - ;
" . it PN DN oxax TF you po THIS, YourLL
PLEASE SLIPLL , g U | NO LONGER HAVE HER OR ME.
| ARE YO PREPARED FOR THAT?

THEY'LL LOCK US BOTH AWAY,

FOR GOOPD! YOU'LL BE SO FAR
REMOVED FROM ESCAPING THE
NIGHTMARE, YOU'LL NEVER
MAKE IT ouT!

' THE OTHER
SUSPECT'S
OUT FRONT.

; j \\; \mms_ zm

TAKING YOU BACK
/ J TO CLARIFY SOME
THINGS.

%

AZAROLA.
I'M TURNING
MYSELF IN.




IT SEEMS THERE
WAS A MISCOMMLINICATION
WHEN THE OFICERS
FIRST ARRIVED AT YOUR
APARTMENT.

THE ROADPBLOCK
WAS FOR YOUR SAFETY,
AND NO FIREARMS
WERE PISCHARGED.

AND HOW
DO You EXPLAIN |
THE TUNNEL?

NOW, DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

You WERE BEING HOSPITALIZED FOR
YOUR ADDICTION TO THE ‘SLEEPER AGENT/
GLASSES. YOU FLED, SO WE TRACKED
YOuU DOWN. WE'RE JUST CONCERNED
ABOUT YOUR SAFETY. HOW YOU WERE
ABLE TO JumpP THE ROOF, AND
MAKE T, BEATS ME.

You WERE
NEVER DISCHARGED
FROM THE HOSPITAL.

You LEFT AGAINST
MEDICAL ADVISORY.

THERE WAS AN
OPEN MAINTENANCE
'/ CORRIDOR THAT YOU MANAGED
{ TO ESCAPE THROUGH WHILE
FLEEING APPREHENSION. IT
WAS TOO NARROW FOR US TO
CONTINUE PURSUIT.

NOW, OFFICER PEPMOND
WILL ESCORT YOU BACK TO THE
HOSPITAL. BUT, PLEASE, FOR YOUR
OWN SAFETY, LISTEN TO THEM
THIS TIME, AND WAIT LINTIL YOU'RE
PROPERLY DPISCHARGED.




WHO'S THAT?
IT SOUNDS LIKE

3
TO SEE. you SEE?
N\ JUST KEEP /" * 4

MOVING.
Al

No! you / ‘

' \
. : CANI’V‘\I'E‘II'AKEY / ]

b\ BE ABLE TO HEAR
R\ YOoU ANYMORE.

. g
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‘ NO, NO. YOU'RE STILL WITH ME.

AND WHAT MAKES ‘ AND WHERE WE'RE ABOUT TO
You THINK THAT? ] (’m\ GO 1S GOIN' TO BE REAL FLUIN.
- T—
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The main theme of Chapter/Issue #2 was something I needed for
mﬁ/self to express, and it divided some of the creators based on
where the story turned. Many things in my life tried to drive me
to live on the run. Rather than run, I faced institutionalization.
Many times, against my will. In most renegade stories, the main
character is always trying to stay ahead of capture, if purused by
the law. For me, I was too afraid to run, but a?so unwilling,
because I didn't want to have to. I don’t want to be seen as a
villain for having an abstract mind.

Society is not like how it was when I was growing up. Life seems
more synthetic now. I think nature is under threat, and that dark
forces are t?ying to exile nature from man. In childhood and into
my teens, life felt more dream-like. I think the way that society is
set up, the dream-like quality of nature is being siphoned. And
humans care less that it is.

There is another tale that I wrote which is more meant to
chronicle and piece together series of events in my life that were
thematically agstract. Many things in my life are similar to a
Terry Gilliam movie. This tale was originally meant to piece
together themes from my perspective, but also what the
2000-teens were building up to, from a symbolic zeitgeist.

In 1999, 'The Matrix' Series was revealed to the world. This was
before 9/11. 1 felt challenged by the series when trying to
originate my own concepts. When I realized that Neo’s dream
never ended, even after escaping the Matrix, I saw that
technology is really just a part of the dream. If we do live in a
simulation, it had to be designed and dreamt up by some mind.
So, whether this is all an algorithm or not, it's still an aspect of a
dream somewhere. Whether my theories about my imagination
having greater meaning than the syntax and protocols of this
world, I'still believe that imagination is what Is part of the soul.
Comprehension of any abstract idea goes beyond physiology.

I believe there is a conspiracy to fear depth, and assume that in
adulthood, depth is only sexual. I may seem in denial, and if so, I
would rather live in denial, then accept fearing nothingness. We
are being made to believe that this life is all there is, and that it
must be adhered to. I would rather be an object of hatred, then
limit the potential I can when creating art.

Most of the images in this book were hand drawn by pencil on
paper. The point is to prove that there is greater truth taking
place than what is allowed. Whether my sexuality played a part
in understanding depth within my soul, I still had to spend a
lifetime developing a skill where I can replicate images from m
imagination onto paper with my hands and mind simultaneously.
Artistrﬁ/ is what magic originally was, and only within the last 20
years has it slowly been demonized. There may be evidence of
its demonization prior, but artful crafts were considered
honorable and useful within society not that long ago.

Thanks,
Eric
eco@versethesystem.net

A playlist of songs that inspired me

while working on Seems #2

1. Eyes on You- Shurk

2. Music is Music- Technimatic

3. Right Where It Belongs- NIN

4. Eyes Wide Open- Rumpistol, Ane
Trolle

5. Fascinating Fears (Marso & Gala
Remix)- Dee Flack, V. Ray

6. Fugitives (Joseph Capriati Remix)-
Pan-Pot, Joseph Capriati

7. Ember- Stumbleine

8. Angel Field- Dawn Wall

9. In the Twilight- Phaeleh

Other tracks from other times:
Mystery- Vordabeatzz

City High Fantasy- Sangam, Pixelord
Streetlight People- Sinner’s Heist,
Harley Bird

Street Riot-Add[edit]

Television Rules the Nation- Daft Punk
Contagion (Sebastian Komor Remix)-
Circle of Dust, Sebastian Komor

They Live- Engine EarZ Experiment
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